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she was unprotected, the Company was trying
to wring from her the little money she haci
brought away from Anjengo, while she herself
had large claims against the Company. This
was quite enough for Matthews. Here was
a young and pretty woman with a good sum
of money, shamefully persecuted by the Com-
pany, to which he felt nothing but hostility. At
one stroke he could gratify his dislike of the
Company and succour a badly treated young
woman, whose hard fate should arouse sympathy
in every generous mind; so the Bengal Council
were told that Mrs. Gyfford was now under the
protection of the Crown, and was not to be
molested.

In the hope of securing some portion of the
money due to the Company, the Council attached the
brigantine Thomas, commanded by Mrs. Gyfford's
brother. A letter was at once forthcoming from
Matthews to say that he had purchased Mrs.
Gyffbrd's interest in the vessel. Finding them-
selves thus forestalled, the Council begged Matthews
not to take her away from Calcutta till she had
furnished security for the Company's claim of
Es.50,000, Matthews replied that he should take